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Our Vision of Chinese Medicine
The sages of Chinese philosophy pointed out that human life must ultimately 

follow the flow of the Tao, our journey from birth to death.

The Midwest College maintains the historical preservation of traditional 
medicine by embracing the full range of energy syndromes.

We provide an education rooted in the historical context and teachings of traditional  
Chinese Medicine and combine it with up to date clinical applications to create a practitioner of  
Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine that embraces the spirit of “ancient medicine today’s world.”

GREAT WALL OF CHINA
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B U I L D  T H E  F U T U R E 
by Embracing the Past

Foundation

Established in 1979, the Midwest College of Oriental Medicine is one of the ORIGINAL schools of 
Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine in the United States.   MCOM faculty, graduates, and students 
have built the movement of Oriental Medicine in our culture since becoming accredited in 1987.  Our 
education and community leadership help shape national, state and local organizations to encourage 
acceptance of Chinese Medicine.

The College’s goal is to embrace traditional principles from the past and draw people to value alternative 
medicine.

Following Historic Roots 

As a pioneer of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) in the United States, we embrace the traditions of 
Chinese Medicine and create a balance with western biomedical theories.    

A time-honored saying, “different diseases, same treatment; same disease, different treatments” sheds light 
on why a multifaceted approach is so important.

A  D R A M AT I C 
M E E T I N G 
B E T W E E N 
PA S T  A N D 
F U T U R E .
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Weave Tradition into

TO D AY ’ S  W O R L D
Uniting Eastern and Western 
science and appreciating natural 
healing philosophies of Asia, 
shows the way to: 

The Heart of 
Chinese Medicine
An all-around approach is the 
highest level of care in traditional 
Chinese Medicine.  

Resilience is a significant 
aspect of vibrant health and 
promoted in Traditional Chinese 
Medicine, modern nutraceutical 
supplements, and lifestyle 
learning.

A subtle balance of science 
and compassion is the key to 
fulfill the mission of becoming 
the ultimate practitioner of 
Oriental Healing.

Provide comprehensive TCM 
care and treat the root cause.

Adjusting the underlying 
energetic flow builds health 
and improves quality of life.

Use ancient methods of  
healing and the art of offing 
emotional support to restore 
soul-satisfying health.

Our goal is for  
the patient to be internally  

strong and adaptive to stress; 
preventing health problems  

before they occur.

A  M E D I C I N E  T H AT 
VA L U E S  T H E  S P I R I T 

A N D  H E A RT  A S  I T 
H E A L S  T H E  B O D Y.
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Y O U R  F U T U R E 
in Chinese Medicine

Advantages of Traditional Medicine

 • See patients from a holistic perspective. 
 • Explore the patient’s physical, mental, and emotional health.
 • Develop collaborative relationships with patients. 
 • Assist in maintaining health and promoting a consciousness of wellness in the community.

A Better Way

HEAL patients using a variety of methods and techniques, including acupuncture needles, herbs, and 
accessory modalities such as tuina massage guasha, cupping, and electro-stim.  Students gain a mastery of 
these modalities through lectures, practicum courses, and application during their internship.

Vision

EXPLORE opportunities in multidisciplinary clinics, hospital settings,  private practice and community 
partnerships.  Further your dream and teach, translate, publish, research, or support an herb company.

Caring and Compassion

FULFILL your dream.

 • Combine compassion, healing and current scientific progress.
 • Gain a passion for all elements of Chinese Medicine. 
 • Learn the skills necessary to meet the needs of patients. 
 • Maintain our relationships with patients in countless environments.

Balanced Lifestyle

SHAPE a rewarding, financially supportive career with a flexible schedule.

 • Choose your work schedule.
 • Spend more time with family, friends and recreational activities.

• 4 •



ASIAN MARKET OF 
DRIED PLANTS & HERBS

It is the Midwest College’s mission to provide 
an education that is rooted in the historical 
context and teachings of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine and combine it with modern 
clinical applications to create a practitioner 
of Acupuncture or Oriental Medicine that 
embraces the spirit of an …

“ANCIENT 
MEDICINE FOR 
MODERN TIMES”   
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O U R  P R O G R A M S 
The Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine broad academic course work with superior clinical 
experiences, leading to a 

 • Masters level Acupuncture certificate or a 

 • Master of Science degree in Oriental Medicine combined with a 

 • Bachelor of Science degree in Nutrition (Dual Degree program)

Education is focused on the style taught at the Universities of Chinese Medicine and practiced in their 
affiliated teaching hospitals. Students in the combined Oriental Medicine and TCM Nutrition degree 
program study traditional herbs and formulas as well as nutrition and Chinese food therapy.

Top-notch Training

You are learning to be clinician and entering practice; that is why you begin your internship in the very 
first week of your enrollment.  The Midwest College’s student clinics provide a variety of unique clinical 
settings where interns experience the approach of many different practitioners,  Interns at the Midwest 
College treat a wide range of medical conditions and gain thorough, hands-on experience in acupuncture 
and the other physical modalities of Oriental healing, such as tuina massage, moxiibustion, and cupping.

I N  2 0 1 7  
M C O M  I N T E R N S  
D E L I V E R E D  M O R E  
T H A N  1 5 , 0 0 0  
PAT I E N T  T R E AT M E N T S . 
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Acupuncture Program

 • Total program hours: 2,148 (166.20 credits) 
 • Program length: 30 months
 • Master level certification

Oriental Medicine Program

 • Total program hours:  2.898 (222.30 credits)  
 • Program length:  36 months
 • Master level certification, B.S.  in Nutrition 
 • Masters of Science in Oriental Medicine combined with a Bachelor of Science in Nutrition

Licensure

Graduates of each program are qualified to sit for the examinations for Acupuncture and/or  
Oriental Medicine certification given by the National Commission for the Certification of Acupuncture  
and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM) and meet the requirements for a license in 48 states including  
Illinois and Wisconsin.

 THE FINER POINTS
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L E A R N I N G  and D O I N G
Many students choose to concentrate their studies on acupuncture, which is the holistic therapy of choice 
in the United States.  Acupuncture is a valuable healing modality and soul-satisfying career.  

For others, learning the entire method of Chinese medicine is important.

Both degree programs include:

Zang-fu diagnosis:  traditional evaluation of a person’s state of health 

 • Pulse Diagnosis: evaluation of individual organs and their health
 • Tongue diagnosis: learning the progress of pathology
 • Palpitation diagnosis: specific points and regions of the body
 • Complexion diagnosis: overall health of the patient
 • Determining the traditional constitution: ancestral evaluation
 • Seasonal changes: relate to health and the environment
 • TCM and western nutrition: evaluation and recommendations

Once a zang-fu diagnosis is made, inclusive treatment is offered matching a patient’s unique needs. 

Herbal Treatment Options

In the Master’s of Science program, interns learn to 
compound raw herbs in the traditional style where 
formulas can be modified based on a patient’s 
unique energetic profile. Interns also learn when 
to choose prepared medicines from China, as well 
as tinctures, capsules or tableted Oriental herb 
formulas made in the US.  

The Midwest College students present 
opportunities of healing in a powerful and 
effective style that will reach patients from 
the fundamental of balanced nutrition to the 
subtle level of balanced Qi.

Interns also learn when to choose prepared 
medicines from China, as well as tinctures, capsules 
or tableted Oriental herb formulas made in the US.
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THE CHINESE PAGODA TOWER  
HUGS THE EARTH AND CONFORMS 
TO THE CONTOURS OF THE LAND.  

MUCH LIKE ACUPUNCTURE, THE 
TOWER IS SHAPED LIKE A NEEDLE  
TO RELEASE ENERGY UPWARD 
TOWARD THE SKY.  
Flower pagoda of Six Banyan Trees, Guangzhou, China

Midwest College’s student 
internship begins in the first 
quarter of enrollment. The clinical 
phases progress from observation 
to applying the various modalities 
of TCM. Students fully engage in 
all aspects of patient care. Through 
hands-on experience, students build 
expertise in acupuncture, herbal, 
and business management.

Midwest College clinics serve over 
10,000 patients per year, allowing 
students the opportunity to offer a 
wide range of healing techniques. 
Students present advanced 
diagnostic evaluation and offer 
patients first-rate treatment choices.

Our interns use traditional 
techniques and gain a deep 
appreciation of how Chinese 
Medicine improves health. 

MCOM treatment approach 
incorporates acupuncture, cupping, 
guasha, Tui-na (Chinese massage), all 
modalities of TCM, herbal formulas, 
nutritional support, exercise and 
meditation.

Visit China 

The Midwest College of Oriental 
Medicine is recognized as the sister 
college of the Guangzhou University 
of Chinese Medicine (GZTCM) 
in China. For 31 years the strong 
bond between the organizations has 
enabled sharing of curriculum and 
clinical experiences.  Students have 
the opportunity to participate in 
an in-patient clerkship at GZTCM’s 
affiliated hospitals. The internship is 
offered once per year in the fall or 
spring. Our goal is to offer the same 
high level of education at GZTCM 
to our students in the United States. 
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T H E  F U T U R E  O F 
Acupuncture and Chinese Medicine

 has Never Been Brighter

Acupuncturists  
2016 Median 

Income: 
$74,530 Annual* 

*Bureau of Labor Statistic

Hospitals Embrace Acupuncturists

Hospitals add acupuncture treatment under national regulations.

Effective January 1, 2015, for Ambulatory Care, Critical Access Hospital, Home Care, Hospital, Nursing 
Care Centers, and Office-Based Surgery Practice Programs.

Standard PC.01.02.07: The [organization] assesses and manages the [patient’s] pain. Revised Rationale for PC.01.02.07 (New for Ambulatory 
Care and Office-Based Surgery Practice) 

Both pharmacologic and nonpharmacologic strategies have a role in the management of pain. The 
following examples are not exhaustive, but strategies may include the following: 

Nonpharmacologic strategies: physical modalities (for example, acupuncture therapy, chiropractic 
therapy, osteopathic manipulative treatment, massage therapy, and physical therapy), relaxation therapy, 
and cognitive behavioral therapy.

Pharmacologic strategies: nonopioid, opioid, and adjuvant analgesics.

Endless Opportunities

•  The National Health 
Interview Survey showed 
that 14 million people 
have received acupuncture 
treatment.

•  There are approximately 
12,000 licensed 
acupuncturists in the U.S. 
actively in practice. 

•  Several major national 
insurance carriers 
include acupuncture as a 
reimbursable treatment 
plan, and recognition of 
natural treatment options is 
on the rise in the healthcare 
community.
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Y O U R 
M E N TO R S

CONFUCIUS

The Father of Chinese 
Philosophy, is an inspiration to 

faculty members at the Midwest 
College. Principles in the ‘Great 
Learning” stress personal effort 

and individual attention; a 
model we aspire to follow. 

Inspire, Teach, Motivate

Chinese medicine is elegant and logical.

The Midwest College process of instruction brings a 
connected approach to learning and communicates 
the complex, subtle principals of Oriental Medicine in 
a style which encourages and motivates. 

Our scholarly and investigative teaching approach 
encourages student’s responses and develops critical 
thinking skills with an outlook of clinical inquiry.

Our instructors hold advanced degrees in Chinese 
Medicine, Nutrition, Chiropractic, and Physical 
Therapy and include professors from Beijing, 
Guangzhoi and Nanjing, China.
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R E C O G N I T I O N

Why Is Accreditation Important? 

Attending an accredited college of TCM which focuses attention on the specialties of Acupuncture and 
Oriental Medicine will provide you with the best educational and clinical experience. At Midwest College 
we concentrate solely on Chinese Medical education as taught in both classical and modern texts. 

Only accredited colleges of TCM provide students with the highest education and clinical experience. 
Graduates of an accredited TCM college are qualified to sit for the National Board exam (NCCAOM) 
and receive a license in Acupuncture.

The Midwest College of Oriental Medicine Racine campus and the Midwest College of Oriental Medicine 
Evanston Campus are institutionally accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Acupuncture 
and Oriental Medicine (ACAOM) which is the recognized accrediting agency for freestanding 
institutions and colleges of Acupuncture or Oriental medicine that offer such programs.

The Acupuncture Certificate Program and the Master of Science in Oriental Medicine Program, at both the 
Racine and Chicago campuses, are accredited under Masters Degree standards by ACAOM.

The school is approved the State of Wisconsin Educational Approval Board and the State of Illinois Board 
of Higher Education.
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J O I N  our C O M M U N I T Y
The best way to know if Traditional Chinese medicine is right for you is to visit our school. Set up a 
personalized tour with our admissions team to sit in on classes, become a clinic observer, and meet with 
current students. If you see yourself as someone who wants to combine compassion and passion with a 
career, you will feel at home.

Applicants who reside long distances from our campuses have the option of completing much of the 
admissions process and interviews via internet and email. 

The Racine campus is 30 minutes from Milwaukee and can be reached from Chicago in just over an hour. 
The Evanston campus is located 30 minutes north of the downtown Chicago ‘L’ station. 

Diversity

We welcome individuals from all walks of life. Our students have a wide range of interests, life experiences, 
careers and educational backgrounds.
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